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(54) METHOD FOR SYNTHESIZING STILL IMAGE 

(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To reduce the time required for 
image synthesis and to prevent deterioration in the accuracy of 
a synthesized image by preparing an image with respect to 
synthesis of the still image and utilizing the image with respect 
to synthesis of the still image for a reference in image to 
correct a connected part of one-dimensional images in the case 
of applying 2-dimension synthesis to the one-dimensionally 
synthesized image. 

SOLUTION: In the case of synthesizing two images laterally 
and longitudinally, two extracted synthesis images (Tl, T2) 
are generated. In the case of synthesizing the images two- 
dimensionally, parts corresponding to the images Tl, T2 in a 
joint of one-dimensionally synthesized output images PI, P2 
are respectively compared with the images Tl, T2. When the 
positions of the images Tl, T2 are decided through the 
retrieval of characteristic points, detailed positioning is made 
by magnifying/reducing the image PI in a way of approaching 
it to the images Tl, T2 to generate corrected images PI a, P2a. 
Then the images PI a, P2a are synthesized as intermediate 
images to generate a two-dimensional image S. 
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Partial English Translation of JPA 11-234501 

[0017] On the other hand, when specifying a reference image, 

the following example can be given. Original images to be 
combined to form a composite image are photographed with an 
electronic still camera, and an image connecting the original 
images is also photographed (FIG. 3) . By using the latter as 
a reference image when combining the original images in two 
dimensions, it is possible to achieve a correction which is more 
accurate than would be possible if extracted composite images 
were used. If the specified reference image has no relation 
to the original images , determining the position of the reference 
image and the intermediate image (FIG. 2, Pla and P2a) is not 
possible, the specification of the reference image is canceled, 
and the extracted composite image is used as the reference image 
to perform two-dimensional composition processing. 
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